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The Polarized Thinking and its Relationship to the Motivation of
Academic Mastery and Achievement among Students of the
Department of History at the University of Wasit

Abstract
The current research aims to identify

* The polarized thinking among students of the Department of History
at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Wasit.

» The significance of the statistical differences of polarized thinking
among the sample of students according to the gender variables (males
and females) and the academic stage.

» Motivation of mastery among students of the Department of History
at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Wasit.

» The significance of the statistical differences for the motivation of
mastery among the sample of students according to the gender
variables (males and females and the academic stage).

 Correlational relationship between the polarized thinking and the
motivation of academic mastery and academic achievement among
the research sample students.

The researcher adopted the descriptive, correlative approach as a
research methodology  for his study, as the current research
population is

represented by (448) students of the Department of History at the
College of Education for Humanities at the University of Wasit for the
academic year (2021-2022). In order to achieve the objectives of the
research, the researcher constructed the two scales, namely the
polarized thinking scale and the scale of mastery motivation and
dependence on the cumulative average of academic achievement. The
items of the Polarized Thinking Scale in its initial form were (28)
items distributed over two domains, (13) positive and (15) negative ,
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based on Aaron T. Beck's theory. The Mastery Motivation Scale
consisted of (40) items distributed over five domains by (8) items for
each field and based on Morgan's theory of motivation to master
(Morgan, 1990).

After presenting the two scales to the jury members, extracting the
psychometric properties (validity and reliability ) and conducting the
process of statistical analysis to calculate the discriminatory power of
the items, the Polarized Thinking Scale became in its final form
consisting of (24) items and the answer alternatives are five options (it
always applies to me, it often applies to me , it sometimes applies to
me , it rarely applies to me , it never applies to me). The response
scores (5-1), the maximum degree of the scale is (120), the minimum
degree is (24) with a hypothetical average of (72) degrees. The items
of the Mastery Motivation Scale became (33) in its final form and
response alternatives were five options, as shown in the first scale, and
the response scores were (5-1),

the maximum score of the scale was (165) and the minimum score
was (33) with a hypothetical average of (99) degrees. As the
researcher used the following statistical means:-

1- Stephen Thompson's equation to find the sample size
2_ Percentage and chi-square to extract face validity.

3- The T-Test for two Independent Samples and the T-Test for One
Sample, to extract the discriminatory power of the two scales and to
find the significance of the differences between the arithmetic and
hypothetical mean of the two scales.

4- Pearson Correlation Coefficient to find out the construction validity
and to show the relationship between the two scales

5- Cronbach's Alpha equation (to extract reliability).
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The tools were applied to the research sample of (208) male and
female students, and in light of the results, the researcher concluded
the following:-

1- The students of the research sample have polarized thinking.

2- There are no statistically significant differences in polarized
thinking according to the variables of gender and academic stage.

3- The students of the research sample have the ability to master tasks
and they have the motivation for mastery.

4- There are no statistically significant differences in the motivation
for mastery according to the variables of gender and academic stage.

5- There is a correlation between polarized thinking and motivation
for mastery , and there is a weak relationship between the polarized
thinking and the academic achievement.

The researcher recommends the following recommendations based on
the results of the research:-

1- It is necessary for the teaching and educational staff to contribute to
reducing the polarized thinking and diagnosing the students who have
this type of thinking.

2- The media should contribute to the development of the intellectual
flexibility among the students and to help open up and move away
from polarity.

The researcher proposes the following suggestions based on the
research results:

1- Conducting other studies to identify the correlation between
polarized thinking and mastery motivation and other variables such as
(perceived self-efficacy, academic integration and cognitive closure).

2- Conducting other studies similar to the current research and
comparing them with the current study in other universities.



